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Foreword and summary – our group and the context of this response 

The Halifax & District Rail Action Group is a campaigning rail users’ group centred on the routes through Halifax, Sowerby Bridge and Brighouse on the Calder Valley Line. 
We began in 1985 and campaigned for reopening of the lines through Elland and Brighouse, seeing success in 2000 with opening of Brighouse station, and we continue to 
argue for improvement. After a wait of more than twenty years, we are hopeful that Elland station will open in the next two years. In 2018, HADRAG along with three other 
user groups along the line launched the Electric Railway Charter to press the argument for a rolling programme of electrification, including the full Calder Valley route as 
recommended in the Northern Electrification Task Force report in March 2015: “Northern Sparks”.  

After the Covid-19 pandemic, we believe our railways must repurpose to flourish. We hope city life and travel will revive, but think there may be a permanent reduction in 
commuting and business travel. This should be seen as an opportunity not a threat. Public transport systems must meet a wider range of needs supporting leisure and 
personal travel demand. The climate crisis becomes ever more urgent; all transport must become zero-carbon. Modal transfer to rail will reduce congestion and pollution, 
improving individual human wellbeing and protecting the global environment. Modern, clean transport must be both “sociable” and popular.  

Summary:  

• Our priorities are improvements to the service on the Calder Valley Line, including decarbonisation through electrification, with benefits in the present decade. 

• Services should be developed as transport for wellbeing serving a wider range of needs, not only city-based, but opening up new possibilities making rail and public 
transport more relevant to an ever-growing part of the population as we tackle the challenges of the local and global environment. We urge delivery without delay of 
the new station at Elland, and development of new services over existing routes – for example direct from East Lancs/Calderdale/Kirklees to York trains via Wakefield 
and Castleford.  

• We strongly welcome the mass-transit proposals as a key aspect of a transport-for-wellbeing package extending to Halifax, Elland and Brighouse.  

• If Northern Powerhouse Rail proceeds it must be directly positive for the communities through which it passes, with a genuinely central Bradford station and direct 
benefits for Calderdale.  

http://www.hadrag.com/
http://www.electriccharter.wordpress.com/
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